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SmTfdes |TfecaTel HehedT TI8 AT ‘Theory of Literature’ 3T
TorTd I deieh 37107 SATfEH a1 FeurdTd :

"The term 'world literature', a translation of Goethe's Weltliterature is
perhaps needlessly grandiose, imphying that literature should be studied on
all five continents, from New Zealand to Iceland. Goethe, actually, had no such
thing in mind. "World literature' was used by him to indicate a time when all
literatures would become one. Itis the ideal of the unification of all literatures

into one great synthesis, where each nation would play its part in a universal
concert. But Goethe himself saw that this is a very distant ideal, that no single

nation is willing to give up its individuality... 'World literature' may mean the
great treasure-house of the classics, such as Homer, Dante, Cervantes,
Shakespeare and Goethe, whose reputation has spread all over the world and
has lasted a considerable time. It thus has become a synonym for
'masterpieces' for a selection from literature which has its critical and
pedagogic justification but can hardly satisfy the scholar who cannot confine
himself to the great peaks if he is to understand the whole mountain ranges or,
to drop change." (p.48)
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"Tragedy is a representation of an action, which is
serious, complete in itself, and of a certain length, it is
expressed in speech made beautiful in different ways in
different parts of the play; it is acted, not narrated, and by
exciting pity and fear, it gives a healthy relief to such
emotions."
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