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EH$

""e¡b@@'' am°~Q>© ~oH${dWZo Amnë`m nËZrbm hmH$ _mabr. Ë`m§Zm ñdV:M§M
AmíM ©̀ dmQ>b§ H$s {ddmhmbm XrS> Vn hmoV Amb§ Var AmnU Amnë`m nËZr_Ü ò
BVHo$ H$go J§wVyZ am{hbmo AmhmoV. gmY§ H$m°boObm OmVmZm eQ>m©Mr ~Q>Z§ bmdÊ`mnmgyZ
Vo é_mb, boŠMaMr \$mB©b XoÊ`mn ª̀V Ë`m§Zm Ë`m§Mr nËZr hdr. AmVm Vo Mm§Jbo
XmoZ Jm|S>g, Jmo{OadmÊ`m _wbtMo {nVm hmoVo. _moR>r Oo{gH$m ~mam dfmªMr Va YmH$Q>r
nm°bm Xhm dfmªMr; nU N>o, bmS>Š`m e¡b{edm` Ë`m§Zm H$mhrM O_V Zgo.

hmV nwgV nËZr am°~Q©Odi Ambr.
""~m°~, CJmM H$m` ao hmH$ _maVmog. ho ~K, Ý`mhmarMr V`mar H$am`bm

hdr Zm, {edm` Oog AZ² nm°bmMr emioMr V`mar H$am`Mr.'' e¡bZ§ H$m_mMm
nmT>m dmMbm.

""e¡b, AJ§ hr ~Q>Z§ ~K, ZrQ> H$ê$Z Xo. Vmo _mPm {Zim Q>m` Hw$R§> Amho? bdH$a
~m§YyZ Xo Zm,'' am°~Q>©Zo J`md`m Ho$br. ""e¡b, AmO Xþnmar {d^mJmMr _rqQ>J Amho.
Ia§ gm§JVmo Ag§ dmQ>V§, niV òD$Z VwÂ`m ghdmgmV a_md§, H$m` Vo M{d©VMd©U
MmbV§. N>o, ê$j! Ë`mnojm _mÂ`m bmS>Š`m gIrÀ`m ào_mZ§ ^mabob§ ñdJu` gwI
XoUma§ M§w~Z, gmè`mbm {\$H§$ H$ê$Z OmB©b.  ho AmZ§XmMo jU {Q>nÊ`mÀ`m EodOr CJmM
MMm© H$arV ~gm`M§; nU@@ _r nS>bmo {d^mJr` à_wI, _wH$mQ>nUo BVa àmÜ`mnH$m§Zm
Vm|S> XoUo åhUOo Am{b`m ^moJmgr Agmdo gmXa. Xþga§ H$m`!

""~m°~, nwao h§ !'' eQ>m©Mr ~Q>Z§ bmdÊ`mgmR>r e¡b Ë`mÀ`mOdi Jobr _mÌ
~m°~Zo {Vbm H$doV KoVb§ AZ² {VÀ`mda Mw§~Zm§Mm dfm©d Ho$bm.

""~m°~@@,'' Kwg_Q>boë`m AmdmOmV e¡bZ§ Ë`mbm ~mOybm H$aÊ`mMm
à`ËZ Ho$bm.

""~m°~, Ag§ ao H$m`, Vwbm Cera hmoVmò  Zm?''
""e¡b, VwÂ`m{edm` H$emVM _Z a_V Zmhr. BVH$m XrK©H$mi Jobm`; nU

Vy _mÌ {ZË`ZyVZ am{hbrg J§. ~K, _r {H$Vr ^m½`dmZ, VwÂ`mgmaIr doS>mdyZ
Q>mH$Umar nËZr, XmoZ Jmo{OadmÊ`m _wbr. AmZ§X Amog§Sy>Z dmhVmò .''



_°Z, dw_Z A±S> MmB©ëS> ª 6

""nwao, nwao ! OUy _mÂ`m{edm` Xþgè`m H$moUË`mM ñÌrH$S>o nm{hb§XoIrb
Zmhrg H$Yr.''

""dm@@ _mÂ`m KamV EdT>m I{OZm AgVmZm, XþgarH$S>o nmhÊ`mMr JaOM
H$m`?''

""~a§, ~a§, Mb nmhÿ. Ý`mhmar H$a, bdH$aM {ZKm`bm hd§ Vwbm, '' {VZ§
gwerb nËZrà_mUo ào_i AmdmOmV ~m°~bm g_Omdb§. {Vbm H$dQ>miUmè`m
Ë`mÀ`m hmVm§Zm ~mOybm H$arV H$g§~g§ {VZ§ Ë`m§Mm Om_m{Z_m Amdabm.
""n§MnŠdmÝZmZ§ nmoQ> ^ab§ Va ~mhoaMm gmYm VwH$S>m H$moU ImB©b; VyM gm§J.''

""nU... ~mhoahr EImX§ AmdS>V§ nŠdmÝZ {_imb§ Va Imb Zm, _hmamO?''
ImoMH$ ZOaoZ§ nmhmV e¡b åhUmbr.

""e¡b@@, AmO H$m Agm {dMma VwÂ`m _ZmV Ambm? _mÂ`mda {dídmg
Amho Zm VwPm? VwPm ~m°~ Ag§ H$aob H$m? amUr, Vwbm gmoSy>Z Agm {dMmaXoIrb
_mÂ`m _ZmV Ambm Zmhr J§. {à ò, _r gd©ñdr VwPmM AZ² VwPmM amhrZ.''
{ha_wgbm ~m°~ åhUmbm.

Ë`mMr H$mHw$iV nmhÿZ e¡bM§ _Z Ðdb§ Am{U ~m°~bm XþImdb§ ho nmhÿZ
{Vbm dmB©Q> dmQ>b§.

""~m°~, bmS>Š`m, Zmhr ao, Vy Ho$di  _mPmM Amhog, ̀ mMr nyU© ImÌr Amho.
_mPr J§_V Ho$br. hmg nmhÿ,'' e¡bZ§ Ë`mbm Odi AmoT>b§ AZ² Ë`m§M§ EH$ XrK©
Mw§~Z KoVb§.

~m°~ hgbm. Ë`mZ§ {VÀ`m _mZoda Amnb§ _ñVH$ Kwgib§. KÅ> H$dQ>miyZ,
AVrd ào_mZo {VÀ`mda Mw§~Zm§Mm dfm©d Ho$bm.

""_å_r@@'' nm°bmMr hmH$ EoHy$ Ambr. Vr MQ>H$Z ~mOybm Pmbr. nm°bmZ§
{nË`mÀ`m H$doVë`m _mVobm nm{hb§ Ia§; nU Ë`m g_OyVXma nmoarZ§ nm{hb§ Zmhr
Ag§ Xe©{db§. ~mOybm OmD$Z, Z§Va AmVmM òVò  Ag§ ^mg{db§.

""_m°_, `m emioÀ`m [anmoQ>©da VwPr ghr hdr`,'' nm°bm åhUmbr.
""~a§ h§ ! nm°bm, ~m~m§Mo boŠMaMo H$mJX, é_mb XoD$Z, XmoZ {_{ZQ>mV

AmboM. Ý`mhmarÀ`m Q>o~bmda Mb nmhÿ. gwédmV H$a,'' e¡bZ§ g_Omdb§. ehmÊ`m
_wbrgmaIr _mZ S>mobmdV nm°bm {ZKyZ Jobr.

""ho ~K ~m°~, AmO bdH$a...''
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e¡bM§ dmŠ` AY©dQ> VmoS>V, OogMr hmH$ H$mZm§da AmXibr.
""Ambo J§@@@,'' e¡bZ§ à{VgmX {Xbm.
""_mPo nm§T>ao nm`_moOo Hw$R>§ AmhoV?'' AmVyZM Oo{gH$mZ§ {dMmab§.
""Oog, Ý`mhmar gwê$ H$am, _r Ambo H$s XoVoM h§, gmoZo?''
Q>o~bmOdi ~gboë`m XmoÝhr ^{JZr Hw$O~wOë`m.
""Oog, AmB© ~m~m§À`mOdi Jobr H$s, ~m~m {Vbm gmoS>VM ZmhrV. _r AmVm

nm{hb§.'' nm°bm åhUmbr.
""nm°bm, AJ§ g§Ü`mH$min ª̀V ~m~m§Zm Xya Omd§ bmJUma åhUyZ Vo AmB©bm

Ag§ Yê$Z R>odVmV. ~m~m§ZmXoIrb H$ÜYr H$mhr gmnS>V Zmhr. gJi§ AmB©Z§M
H$am`M§. Vg§ ~m~m§M§ AmB©da \$ma ào_ Amho,'' Oog åhUmbr.

OogÀ`m _ZmV AmVm Hw$R>§ ào_ ̀ m ̂ mdZoMm A§Hw$a \w$Qy> nmhmV hmoVm. AmB©~m~m§M§
ào_ {Vbm C_Oy bmJb§ hmoV§.

e¡bZ§ ~m°~Mm Om_m{Z_m Amdabm, AZ² Ë`mÀ`m Jù`mV hmV Q>mHy$Z Vr
åhUmbr, ""~m°~, AmO bdH$a òerb H$m?''

""H$m J§, amUr?'' ~m°~Z§ {dMmab§.
""~m°~, Ag§ ao H$m` H$aVmog? AmOMm {Xdg, AmOMm {XZm§H$ {dgabmg?

Ahmo {dgamiy àmÜ`mnH$ _hme`, AmO {ddmhmMm dmT>{Xdg, _ñV OodU V`ma
R>odVo. _J AmnU XmoK§ ~mhoa OmD$.''

""gm°ar amUr, Agm gw§Xa {Xdg {dgaÊ`mBVH$m H$m _r Aa{gH$ Amho? Vy
R>ad Ë`mà_mUo H$ê$. nU AmO _rqQ>J Amho. eŠ`Vmo bdH$a ̀ oÊ`mMm à`ËZ H$aoZ.
Mmbob Zm bmS>Ho$,'' e¡bZo _mZ S>mobmdyZ g§_Vr Xe©{dbr.

""~m°~@@...'' e¡bMr hmH$ EoH$VmM  Ho$g {d§MaUmao ~m°~Mo hmV W~H$bo.
""H$m` J§, amUr?'' ~m°~ JaH$Z² dibo AZ² Ë`m§Zr {Vbm nwÝhm H$dQ>mib§

Am{U {VÀ`m AmoR>m§da Amnbo AmoR> Q>oH$bo.
""EoH$ Zm ao ~m°~, Vy _bm ~mobyM XoV Zmhrg,'' e¡bZ§ VH«$ma Ho$br.
""~a§ ~mob, H$m` gm§JV hmoVrg?'' B{V ~m°~.
""VwÂ`m AmdS>rMr EJ H$ar d _gmbm {MH$Z AmhoM. AmUIrZ Vwbm H$m`

AmdS>ob Vo gm§J Zm?''
""gm§Jy? _bm \$ŠV Vy hdrg,'' Amnë`mM dŠVì`mda ~m°~ hgbm.
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""e¡b, _bm dmQ>V§, OJmÀ`m A§Vmn ª̀V Vwbm H$doV KoD$Z Ag§M amhmd§,
~mH$s H$mhr ZH$mo. AJXr ñdJm©M§ amÁ`gwÕm VwÂ`m ~Xë`mV _r KoUma Zmhr.''

""dm@@, H$m` nU ào_! AmOM EdT>m ào_mMm nmÝhm H$m` åhUyZ \w$Q>bm`,
àmÜ`mnH$ _hme`! {dMma H$m` Amho? H$moUVr Jmoï> bndm`Mr Amho åhUyZ
_mÂ`mdaÀ`m ào_mMm OmoaXma nwañH$ma Mmbbm`.'' e¡bZ§ doS>mdb§.

""E e¡b, bndm`M§! H$m` bndm`M§? _mP§ OrdZ åhUOo EH$ ñdÀN>
Amagm. Ë`mV Vy AZ² _r. VwÂ`mnmgyZ EH$ {Xdg Var Xÿa am{hbmò  H$m`?''

""dm ao dm! dm°qe½Q>Z, Ý ỳ̀ m°H©$, \«$mÝg dJ¡ao {R>H$mUr boŠMa Úm`bm Jobm
hmoVmg Zm, ~m°~? _J...''

""E CJmM e§H$m H$mTy> ZH$mog. VwP§M Ü`mZ H$arV hmoVmo {VH$S>o.''
~m°~Mm ñda OS> Pmbm. e¡b bJoM {daKibr.
""E, ~m°~, J§_V Ho$br ao, _mÂ`m amOm, _r Vwbm AmoiIV H$m Zmhr?''
XmoKohr Ý`mhmargmR>r Jobo. {VZo Amnë`m AmoR>m§Mm M§~y H$ê$Z åhQ>b§,
""~m°~@@... Vy _bm ôQ>rXmIb H$m` Xoerb Vo gm§J.''
""_mÂ`m öX òídarbm H$m` hd§? Vy _mJerb Vo XoB©Z.''
""_mÂ`m _ZmV Amb§ Vo XoU§ AeŠ`M. _J CJmM H$embm Vmo§Sm>Mr dm\$

XdS>m`Mr.'' Vr égì`m ñdamV åhUmbr.
""_mÂ`m amUrgmR>r hdm Agob Va AmH$merMm M§Ð AmUy H$s amÌr ZjÌm§Zr

^aboë`m AmH$merÀ`m VmQ>mVyZ _yR>̂ a ZjÌ§M VmoSy>Z VwÂ`m Ho$gmda _miy? gm§J,
Vwbm H$m` hdo?''

""E ~m°~, nwao h§! CJmM ZmQ>H$mVbr dmŠ §̀ åhUy ZH$mog. _bm JJZmVb§ H$mhr
ZH$mo. YaVrdaMr EH$ Jmoï> hdr.''

""H$moUVr Vo gm§J Zm?'' B{V ~m°~.
""~m°~...''e¡bÀ`m _wÐoda bmbr ngabr.
"" ~m°~, Amnë`mbm EH$ _wbJm hdm Zm!''
""E doS>m~mB©, BVŠ`m g§wXa, Jmo§S>g _wbr AgVmZm, AmVm ho H$m` ^bV§M

_m{JVb§g.''
Vr IiIiyZ hgV åhUmbr, ""J§_V ao, ZH$mo ao ~m~m AmUIr EH$

O~m~Xmar. ~a§ Mb nmhÿ, nmoar Ý`mhmargmR>r VmQ>H$iV ~gë`m AgVrb Zm. Ë`m§Zm
bdH$a emiobm Om`M§ Amho.''
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""hmo, hmo, Oer amUrgmho~m§Mr Amkm.'' H$m¡VwH$mZo {VÀ`m hmVmV hmV KmbyZ
Vmo bJ~JrZ§ Ý`mhmargmR>r AmV Jobm.

ª

S>m°. am°~Q>© ~oH${dWZm H$Yr gd© Amdê$Z Kar OmVmo Ag§ dmQ>V hmoV§. boŠMg©
g§ndyZ {d^mJr` _rqQ>JgmR>r g^mJ¥hmV gmao O_bo AZ² Aä`mgH«$_mÀ`m ~Xbm~Ôb
gmao {h[aarZo _wÔo _m§Sy> bmJbo.

qQ́>J@@ {Q́>§J@@ qQ́>J@@@
S>m°. ~oH${dWÀ`m S>mì`m hmVmbm N>moQ>çm Q>o~bmda Agbobm \$moZ IUIUy

bmJbm. Ë`m§Zr CMbbm.
""h°bmo@@'' ~oH${dWZ§ à{VgmX {Xbm.
""S>m°. ~oH${dW, EH$ AË §̀V _hÎdmMm {Zamon Úm`Mm Amho.''
""AmVm _r EH$m H$m_mV J§wVbmo Amho. _r WmoS>çm doimZ§ \$moZ H$ê$ H$m?''
""dmñV{dH$ _bm Vw_À`mer àË`jM ~mobm`bm AmdS>ob àmÜ`mnH$Or.

A{V _hÎdmM§ Amho. _r \«|$M H$mÝgwboQ>_YyZ ~mobVmò .''
Q>_©Mr eodQ>Mr _rqQ>J Mmby hmoVr. Ë`m_Ü ò A{V _hÎdmMo åhUyZ S>m°.

~oH${dWZm ì`Ë`` òD$Zhr ~mobmd§M bmJb§. H$maU Vmo \«|$M H$mÝgwboQ>H$Sy>Z \$moZ
hmoVm. ~oH${dWMm ZmBbmO hmoVm.

""h°bmo@@'' ~oH${dWZr Jm|YiyZ à{VgmX {Xbm.
Xþgè`m ~mOyZo H$mÝgwboQ>_Yrb gmhmæ`H$ g{Md ~mobV hmoVo. ""_hme`,

nmM dmOÊ`mnydu AmnU ~moñQ>Zbm òD$ eH$mb H$m`?''
""AmVm gmS>oMma dmOboV _J...'' ~m°~ åhUmbo.
""_r Amnbr àVrjm H$aVmò .'' {VH$Sy>Z eãX Ambo.
""EdT>§ _hÎdmM§ Amho H$m`?'' ~m°~Mm àíZ.
""hmo, _bm ImÌrZ§ Vg§ dmQ>V§̀ .''
BVH§$ AVrd _hÎdmM§ H$m` Agmd§ ~a§? ̀ m àíZmMm ̂ w§Jm Ë`mM§ S>moH§$ nmoIê$

bmJbm. ~m°~ nyU©V: Jm|YiyZ Jobm.
gma§ H$g§ Yyga dmQy> bmJb§. OUy nwT>rb gma§ OUy YwŠ`mV hadboë`m

dmQ>oà_mU§ {Xgy bmJb§. Amnë`m {dMmaMH«$mgh Vmo nwÝhm g^mJ¥hmVrb Amnë`m
IwMuV ~gbm. g§»`memñÌ {d^mJmMo n«mÜ`mnH$ Ë`mÀ`mH$S>o Hw$VyhbmZo {ZaIyZ
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nmhÿ bmJbo. òWyZ AmnU ~mhoa nS>b§M nm{hOo, ho AmoiIyZ ~m°~Zo Cabobr MMm©
\$maer _hÎdmMr Zmhr Ago XmIdyZ {Xbo. Am{U AmVmMr ~¡R>H$ VhHy$~ H$amdr
Aer gyMZm _m§SyZ Ë`mbm \$magm {damoY Xe©{dbm Jobm Zgë`mZo ~m°~Zm ~ao dmQ>bo.

""S>m°. ~oH${dW, _bm òWo Z_yX H$amdogo dmQ>Vo H$s, ho ì`dgm`mbm Yê$Z,
`mo½` R>aUmao Zmhr.'' nr. h~©Q>© h°[agZ H$admX>bo.

""_J, Mbm AmnU _Vmbm Q>mHy$`m. R>rH$ Zm?'' ~m°~ CÎmabo.
nmM {déÕ EH$ `m _VmZo VhHw$~r gyMZm _mÝ` Pmbr.
~m°~ YmdVM Amnë`m JmS>rH$S>o Jobm.
añË`mV H$moU JXu hmoVr; Mmëg© ZXrH$mR>mZo JXuVyZ _mJ© H$mT>rV ~m°~Zo

Amnbr JmS>r hmH$mabr. nU JmS>rbm doJ KoUo XwamnmñV hmoVo. \«|$M ì`mnma
{d^mJmVrb A{YH$mè`mMo Ago H$m` A{V _hÎdmMo H$m_ AgUma `mMm {dMma
H$arV am{hbm. OgOgm Vo {dMma VH©$ H$arV hmoVm, Vgm EH$mM H$ënZoda Ë`mMm
{dMma AS>Iiy bmJbm. ZmhrVa  \«|$M ì`mnma {d^mJmMo Ë`mÀ`mH$S>§ H$m` H$m_
AgUma."boOZ Am°\$ Am°Za' hm {H$Vm~ Ë`m§Zm _bm ~hmb H$amd`mMm Agob,
hm {dMma Ë`mbm nQy> bmJbm. ho ghO eŠ` Amho, Ago ñdV:bm ~Omdy bmJbm.
ZmhrVa ì`m»`mZ§ XoÊ`mgmR>r Vmo gmoa~m°Zbm \«$mÝg òWo XmoZXm OmD$Z Ambm hmoVm.
AmVm ZŠH$s hoM _hÎdmMo H$m_ Agmdo Ago Ë`mMo _Z ½dmhr XoD$ bmJbo. bmb
nÅ>rdarb gmoZoar AjamVrb Vmo {H$Vm~ Amnë`mbm {_iobM `mMr ImÌr dmQy>
bmJbr Am{U AmnU AmVm Om{H$Q> Kmbm`bm gwédmV H$am`bm hdr. Agm
AMmZH$ nohamd ~Xbbm Va... _r H$embm ndm© H$amdr? CbQ> Amnë`m ghH$mar
àmÜ`mnH$m§À`m Mohè`mdaMr Agỳ m nmhU§ _bm IynM AmdS>ob, Am{U _mP§
Hw$Qw>§~, ~mnao!... e¡b AZ² _wbr§Zm Va Ho$dT>m A{^_mZ dmQ>ob Amnë`m~Ôb. Vmo
H$gmVar \«|$M H$mÝgwboQ>bm nmohmoMbm.

""hm g§Xoe Amåhmbm Vma\$moZdê$Z {_imbm`.'' lr. E_. ~Q́>>mªS> nobo{e`a
\«|$M ì`mnma {d^mJmVbo gmhmæ`H$ A{YH$mar åhUmbo. Jm|YiyZ Jobobm ~m°~
nobo{e`ma `m§À`m Ë`m ^ì` Am°{\$gmV Ë`m§À`mg_moarb C§M N>Vmbm Q>m§Jboë`m
Pw§~am§Zr gO{dboë`m, Ë`mÀ`mg_moarb àeñV IwMuV YS>YS>Umè`m öX`mbm
gm§̂ mirV ~gbm. nobo{e`aZr hmVmV EH$ VmaoMm _OHy$a Agbobm H$mJXmMm
VwH$S>m Yabm hmoVm.


